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love which the colonists felt for the old towns of
the mother-country in the way they gave their
names to the new settlements.

A curious thing is that many of these new
towns, christened after little old towns at home,
became later very important and prosperous places,
while the places after which they were called are
sometimes almost forgotten. Many people to whom
the name of the great American city of Boston is
familiar do not know that there still stands on the
coast of Lincolnshire the sleepy little town of Boston,
from which it took its name.

Boston is the chief town of Massachusetts ; but
the first capital was Charlestown, called after King
Charles L, who had by this time succeeded his
father, James I. The place on which Charlestown
was built, on the north bank of the Charles River,
was, however, found to be unhealthy. The settlers,
therefore, deserted it, and Boston was built on the
south bank.

It was not long before the Massachusetts settlers
built a college at a place near Boston which had
been called Cambridge. This is a case in which
the old town at home remained, of course, much
more important than its godchild. If a person
speaks of Cambridge, one's mind immediately flies
to the English university city on the banks of
the river Cam. Still the college built at the Ameri-
can Cambridge, and called " Harvard College/'
after John Harvard, one of the early settlers, who